Dear Parents,
We are starting our 40 Book Challenge today! I am challenging your fourth grader to read 40 books by the end of the school year. We strongly believe that the best way to become a better reader and to build vocabulary is to READ! 
The purpose of this challenge is to get your child reading books they might not normally choose and to increase their love of reading in different genres. This can be accomplished by reading during Independent Reading time at school and spending at least 20 minutes reading daily at home. Some books, like shorter books, can be read possibly in a day or two. Some books will take longer to finish. 
Each book must be read by your fourth grader. Books they read in class count in their 40 book total. If a book is longer than 250 pages it counts as two books. They will use the 40 Book Challenge grid to make their genre choices (they must read at least one book from each genre, after that they can choose). 
Along with keeping the grid, your child must write me a letter about how their challenge is going and what they are reading due every other Friday. The biweekly letters will give me some background and information on the books they are reading so we can do some student/teacher conferencing in class.
Please help me keep your child on target by discussing what they have been reading at home.  We will be providing a parent newsletter for you at the start of each new reading unit (every three weeks). Please use this as a resource.  This newsletter will keep you informed on what your child is learning about in school and will provide you with some discussion questions so you can talk to your child about reading.   
Happy Reading!
Woodland 4th Grade Teachers
40 Book Challenge Genre Breakdown
Realistic fiction books
Informational/nonfiction
Fantasy/Science Fiction
Mysteries
Biographies/autobiographies 
Historical fiction
Poetry
Traditional literature (tall tales, fairy tales, fables, legend, myth)
Drama (play, Readers’ Theater)


